
 

October 8, 2019 

 

Ms. Kathleen Hawk Sawyer  

Director, Federal Bureau of Prisons  

320 First St., NW  

Washington, DC 20534 

 

Dear Ms. Hawk Sawyer,  

 

I am writing to you in response to the recent Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP) decision to end the contract 

with Taft Correctional Institution (TCI).  This abrupt and unexpected decision has sent shockwaves 

through my Senate District.  The closure will have a severe impact on the dedicated employees at TCI and 

their families, as well as the surrounding community.  

 

TCI is a nationally accredited institution and has been a pioneer in the federal corrections field, providing 

comprehensive rehabilitation for low and minimum-security inmates since opening its doors in 1997.  At 

that time, it was the first private correctional institution to contract with the Federal Bureau of Prisons.  

Since then, it has continuously raised the bar for rehabilitation of incarcerated men with wide raging 

educational, vocational, substance abuse, and cognitive behavioral and life skills programs.  These 

integral programs help inmates successfully reintegrate into society.   

 

TCI employs 342 individuals, all who, because of their employment, are able to contribute greatly to their 

communities. Additionally, TCI provides $4.66 million in economic support to the local economy. The 

potential loss of hundreds of jobs and millions of dollars in economic contributions due to the closure of 

TCI cannot be understated. This decision to close TCI brings with it lasting and potentially severe effects 

to not only Taft, but Kern County as well.    

 

I join Congressman Kevin McCarthy in calling on the Federal Bureau of Prisons to suspend any action on 

closing the institution and removal of inmates from the facility.  I request that you reconsider your 

decision to close Taft Correctional Institution and continue to support our community with safe and 

effective correctional programs.    

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

 

Shannon Grove 

Senate Republican Leader, 16th District 


